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by Jim Hornby 

i \ Charlottetown businessman stricken down by 
disease before his 40th birthday, Albert W. Mitchell 
left a photographic legacy that is just beginning to be 
seen and appreciated. Besides the selection pub-
lished here, 35 of Mitchell's pictures will be on view 
later this year as part of a co-operative regional 
exhibition of photographs entitled "The Past in 
Focus: A Community Album Before 1914." Mitchell 
will be the Island representative in the nationally 
touring exhibition organized by the Mount Saint Vin-
cent Art Gallery and the National Film Board (Atlan-
tic Region). It opens on the Island at Eptek Centre on 
April first, and will later be seen at Confederation 
Centre Art Gallery, Basin Head Fisheries Museum, 
Dalton Centre (Tignish), and Orwell Corner. 

Albert Mitchell (1868-1906) was born and lived in 
Charlottetown and spent most of his working life at 
the mercantile firm of Prowse Bros., ending as a 
director of the company as well as its accountant and 
treasurer. In addition to the hobby of photography, 
he also played the piano. He is remembered as a 
non-drinker and an active adherent of Methodism. 
He was also a prominent member of the Odd Fel-
lows, holding several offices and attending confer-
ences as a representative of Wildey Lodge. 

Unfortunately, his constitution does not seem to 
have been robust, his early passing being blamed on 
Bright's disease and tuberculosis. On his death at 
age 37 (April 11,1906) he left a wife and young son, 
Ivan. 

His approximately 225 glass plate negatives were 
donated to the Prince Edward Island Heritage 
Foundation in 1972 by his grandson Captain Ivan 
Mitchell of Ottawa. The captions in this selection are 
based on the photographer's own notes on the en-
velopes in which his glass negatives were kept. 

The photographers home on Spring Park Road, Charlottetown. 

Albert W. Mitchell 
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Rochford Square, Charlottetown, with St Peters Cathedral, the 
Charlotte Residence, and the Kirk of St James in the background. 

Richard Youngs house, West Street The maid in the centre 
seems almost lost in her surroundings. 
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Chief Justice W.W. Sullivan and his family. Sullivan had previously 
(1879-89) served as Premier. 
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A late-Victorian parlour, presumably in Charlottetown. 
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City storefronts, Grafton Street 
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Military parade down Queen Street, 1897. 
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A Micmac family, Rocky Point. 
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Lady cyclists. 
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Develms catboat Wasp, 1890. 
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Fishing station at Cavendish, where there is no harbour. 
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York, 24 May 1897. "Love among the ruins'? 
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Crosby's Mill, Bonshaw, 1897. 
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