
Charlotte Town is the only one that bears 
any resemblance to a town yet. It is pleas-
antly situated and regularly laid out, 
and consists of fifty or seventy houses 
and forms a pleasant view on entering 
the harbour. It has two forts and a block 
house and there are two companies of 
soldiers in the garrison in war time and 
the militia of the Island for its defense 
against privateers. 

John Cambridge, 1795 

BBorn on the Island in 1764 or 
'65, John Frederick Holland was 

one of the first (some say the first) 
British children born in the colony. 
Although trained as a surveyor by 
his father, Surveyor General Samuel 
Holland, John Frederick served as a 
midshipman in the Royal Navy and later 
as an officer in several infantry reg-

iments. In 1794 he joined the Royal 
Fuzilers Regiment, commanded by 
Lieutenant General H.R.H. Edward, 
Duke of Kent. Though well-connected 
— he and Prince Edward had the same 
sister-in-law and the Prince even stood 
as godfather for one of his children — 
"certain unspecified indiscretions" led 
to Lt. Holland's transfer from Halifax to 
Charlottetown in 1798. He was sent to 
replace assistant engineer/town major/ 
barrack master Charles Lyons, who him-
self had just been court-martialled and 
cashiered for misappropriating funds. 

Holland had a fairly successful, if 
up-and-down career as a military offi-
cer, landowner, politician and office-
holder in the early days of the Colony. 

by Catherine Hennessey 

He managed to get along with a succes-
sion of Lt. Governors, from Edmund 
Fanning, through JFW DesBarres to 
Charles Douglass Smith - a singular 
achievement. Though he chafed at 
being relegated to a colonial backwa-
ter and was accused of "degrading" 
his several civil offices* he took his 
military responsibilities very seriously. 
By 1815 he was serving as Adjutant 

*One political enemy described how Holland, 
while serving as High Sheriff, tried to introduce 
a bit of drama to court proceedings by having 
the Chief Justice and lawyers parade to the court 
house led by a man "in strange dress blowing 
a bugle horn and attended by the Sheriff and a 
number of men carrying instruments represent-
ing Halberds and Battleaxes, but made of tin." 
Charlottetown gossip also suggested Holland 
tried his hand (but failed) as a Drury Lane come-
dian during an absence in 1806. 
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Lieutenant-Governor John Ready lived 
at Holland House between 1826 and 
1830. 

General for the Island militia, having 
helped guide the colony through the 
War of 1812. 

Gentlemen of Holland's standing 
required visible evidence of their power 
and prestige, so he began to amass 
property in the still-undeveloped upper 
part of town. By the end of 1815 he 
owned Town Lots 21, 22, 63, 64, 65, 
66 and 67 in the 5th 100. This is 
almost the entire block bordered by 
Euston, Hillsborough, Fitzroy Streets 
and University Avenue (then Great 
George Street). Visitors and residents 
will know this block as where the Inn 
on the Hill is now located. Holland prob-
ably began construction of his grand 
house shortly after completing pur-
chase of the property. 

"The high ground of Holland Grove 
was a lovely spot," remembered 
Elizabeth L. MacDonald in 1901, "thick-
ly wooded with forest and ornamental 
trees. A large and quaint looking house 
with an observatory on the top, show-
ing above the trees..." The house on 
Holland Grove, from what little can be 

The block bought byJ.E Holland is high-
lighted on this detail from the 1863 Lake 
Map. This is the last map where Holland 
Grove appears. It is missing in the 1869 
Newberry Map and the 1878 Bird's Eye 
View of Charlottetown. 
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John Frederick Holland 

seen in the painting, was indeed a grand 
house and very reflective of the English 
fashion of the day. 

It was a "stare-about" house. Its loca-
tion on the highest lot in the town was 
also reflection of the times — "a preoc-
cupation with building villas on hilltops 
and ridges that was partly inspired by 
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Lieutenant-Governor Aretas Young lived 
at Holland Grove from 1831 until 
the new official residence, Government 
House was ready at Fanningbank. 

a determination to throw off rain water, 
partly by a desire for a view and partly 
by ill-defined thoughts of revolution 
and uprisings." It is unlikely that a man 
with Holland's military background 
would have been comfortable building 
anywhere but on the highest available 
ground. The grove that came to bear 
his name had a commanding view of 
the town and its harbour. The archi-
tecture has a decidedly Palladian feel 
to it. As architectural historian John 
Woodroofe writes: "The whole design 
falls into place around the arrangement 
of windows." The windows of Holland 
Grove are Palladian — at least those 
that can be seen. The frustration of 
not being able to see more details in 
the painting is one that must be lived 
with. But whatever the finer points of 
its design, both the house and its set-
ting epitomize the English gentleman 
and his country manor. 

Holland himself didn't live in his 
grand house very long. In 1826, through 
choice or necessity, he rented Holland 
Grove to the Colony "for a period of 
not less than three years... at a rent 
of £150 per anum" as a suitable res-
idence for the Lieutenant Governor, 
John Ready. Like his predecessor, CD. 
Smith, Lt. Governor Ready had been 
living in Great George Barracks since 
arriving in October, 1824. When his wife 
died in England Ready found himself 
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solely responsible for two daughters 
and so sought more appropriate accom-
modations.* On December 12, 1826, 
when he returned to the Colony with 
his daughters they received a warm 
welcome and "were escorted to their 
new residence at Holland Grove." 

When Ready's term expired in 1830 
he returned to England. His replace-
ment as Lt. Governor was Sir William 
Aretas Young, who arrived in the Colony 
in September, 1831. He and his family 
were also installed in Holland Grove 
and lived there until sometime after the 
final inspection of the new Government 
House at Fanning Bank on December 
24,1834. 

Things were not perfect at Holland 
Grove for the Youngs. In a letter dated 
March 12, 1834, Young wrote a col-
league in England: "I have to inform 
you the governor of this Island has for 
some years past and still continues to 
reside in a hired house and in which 
there is no furniture of any description, 
not even grates in the fireplaces" Such 
conditions, however, did not stop Young 
from hosting grand social events. A 
Halifax paper reported in September, 
1833: "Governor Young's first grand 
ball held last winter., was overtaken 
by a tremendous snowstorm... happy 
husbands and enamoured swain were 
occupied during the after half of the 
night digging their hapless partners out 
of the various snowdrifts." The house 
also appeared fit to host a reception 
for the wedding of Young's daughter to 
John Phillip Collins, Colonial Secretary 

* Although John Ready was one of our more pop-
ular governors, his term was burdened with per-
sonal tragedies. Shortly after the death of his 
wife he lost his eldest son. A mere two months 
after his return to the Island in 1826 his daughter 
Susan passed away. She was buried in the Old 
Protestant Burial Ground and her tombstone is 
one of the finest sarcophagi there. 

and Registrar. And despite the lack 
of grates on the fireplaces, Holland's 
house may have been warmer than the 
new Government House, where Young 
is said to have caught the "death of 
cold" that had him in his grave at 58, 
less than a year after he moved out of 
Holland Grove. 

Though they lived in his house, John 
Frederick Holland's military career 
went into decline under Governors 
Ready and Young. Dismissed from his 
duties as Adjutant General in 1833, he 
was reduced to the post of barrack mas-
ter and deputy ordnance storekkeeper 
— sinecures with little real responsibili-
ty. After Lt. Governor Young moved out 
in 1834 it is unclear whether Holland 
returned to the house or rented it out 
again. In 1841, four years before his 
death, Holland sold the property to John 
Grubb, a recent arrival from Horsendon 
House in Buckinghamshire. 

Described as a "man of handsome 
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competance," John Grubb and his wife 
Sarah had a definite horticultural bend. 
After John's death in 1846 Sarah con-
tinued works of goodwill in the com-
munity and took a leading role in form-
ing the Horticultural Society. It was at 
Holland Grove that the Colony's first 
Flower Exhibition was held in August, 
1851. 

As Holland Grove became a hot-
house of horticultural activity, the sur-
rounding neighbourhood became one 
of the finest in the city as some of the 
Colony's leading citizens built homes 
in what was once the edge of town. Dr. 
Poole's "Frogmore," built on the corner 
of Rochford and Euston Streets was 
joined by Carmichael House on Pownal 
Street. Ambrose Lane, Holland's suc-
cessor as Adjutant General, built on 
Rochford Square while Theophuilus 
DesBrisay, scion of one of the colony's 
oldest families, built on Prince Street. It 
is interesting to contemplate the social 
net that connected these properties. 
In 1847, Sarah Grubb's daughter Ann 
Elizabeth married T.H. Haviland Jr., 
son of one of the Colony's most power-
ful political figures. Young Haviland 
grew up at "Fairholm," the magnificent 
brick house his father built just down 
the road from Holland Grove. 

Sarah Grubb sold Holland Grove to 
John Brown in 1857. The house appears 
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Sources 

on the 1863 Lake Map in its original 
position. In 1866 an ad appeared in the 
Islander offering the Grove for sale 
again. The house was to be demolished, 
the land subdivided. The house does 
not appear in the 1869 Newberry or 
1878 Bird's-Eye Map of Charlottetown. 
By the 1880s all of the lots in the former 
Holland Grove had been purchased and 
built upon. 

Two very interesting questions 
remain to be answered: who designed 
Holland Grove and who painted its por-
trait? Given the era in which it was built, 
it is very tempting to speculate that 
John Plaw might have had a hand in 
designing the house. A respected archi-
tect and author of three architectural 
pattern books, John Plaw came to live in 
Charlottetown in 1807 at age 61. In 1810 
he was the architect for the Colony's 
first Legislature and Court House and 
over the next several years designed 
the first St. Paul's Church, the Waters 
and Birnie Store and the Round Market 
Hall that stood on Queen's Square until 
the 1860s. Plaw was also well-connect-
ed to the administration of Lt. Governor 
Smith, who in turn held John Frederick 
Holland in high regard. 

Though there is no proof, it seems 
natural that Holland would turn to Plaw 
for advice on building Holland Grove. 
Plaw's volume Sketches for Country 
Houses, Villas and Rural Dwellings 
shows eral capable artists at that time. 
Fanny Bayfield, wife of Captain Henry, 
was a talented amateur artist who also 
would have been part of the Grubb's 
social circle. And we should not over-
look the possibility that it might be 
the work of S.W. Martin. Arriving from 
London in the early 1840s, Martin lived 
at the foot of Holland Grove hill on the 
corner of Grafton and Prince Streets. 
His painting "Home From the Woods" 
shows figures and foliage suspiciously 
like that of the Holland Grove piece. 

Whoever designed the house; who-
ever created the painting, "Holland 
Grove" offers a wonderful insight into 
an aspect of Island history that con-
firms the richness of what we must 
work harder to protect. 

Suddenly a few senen-
dipitous events occur 
and we have before 
us new evidence -
a new view. That is 
what happened with-

in the last year with the discovery of a 
painting identified as "Holland House, 
PEI" in Christies of London's Fall 
Catalogue, 1998. A bit more research 
and a description of Holland Grove by 
Elizabeth L. MacDonald in the May, 
1901 issue of the Prince Edward Island 
Magazine and first instincts were con-
firmed. A painting of cl820 Holland 
Grove had been found and must be 

acquired. A bit of luck - the painting 
failed to sell at its first offering - and more 
serendipity and we find Curtis Barlow, 
Executive Director of the Confederation 
Centre (who just happened to be on vaca-
tion in London) able to attend an early 
morning auction at Christies. By noon 
the Confederation Centre Art Gallery 
and Museum had a new acquisition and 
an important piece of Island history 
was returned to the Island. Secondary 
sources used in this article included: 
Dictionary of Canadian Biography, David 
Webber's A Thousand Young Men, John 
Woolforde's Georgian Houses For All 
and E.L. MacDonald's "Charlottetown 
Fifty Years Ago," {Prince Edward Island 
Magazine: May, 1901). 1S1 

'Home From the Woods" by S.W. Martin. Painter S.W. Martin lived at the bottom 
of Holland Grove Hill. Compare this painting to that of Holland Grove. There are 
suspicious similarities in the way the figures and foliage are treated. 
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