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On 30 May 1793, the brig Lewis 
entered Charlottetown harbour 

after a quick passage of five weeks from 
Britain. Her arrival was not noteworthy 
for the speed cf the crossing nor for her 
main cargo, which was ordinary enough. 
But she did bring news direct from 
Europe cf a civil war in France between 

Esquire, a gentleman cf great opulance 
[sic] and fortune [who has] lately be-
come a Proprietor in the Island." 

Shuttleworthwas no ordinary proprie-
tor. Despite his wealth, he had come to 
manage his property in person, and not 
through land agents from the comforts cf 
Britain. Chartering the 93-ton Lewis for 
the voyage, he had sailed from London 
with his family, his furniture, and "a mas-
ter-carpenterto superintend the building 
cf alarge and elegant Mansion House" on 
land near the Morell River.The move was 
well planned, for along with his "master-
carpenter, "Shuttleworthhad brought all 
"the necessaries requisite to finish, deco-
rate, and furnish this building." 

Why so celebrated and wealthy a man 
had chosen to invest in land he had 
never seen, situated in an infant colony 
cf4,000souls, is not known. The Island's 

records, Sir Roger could cast only a fee-
ble light on RobertShuttleworth's life or 
on the people and events that motivated 
him. Nonetheless, he was moved to write 
that Robert was "the most intriguing 
(though possibly not the most reputa-
ble) cf his family." 

The Gentleman of Leisure 

Robert Shuttleworth was born in 1743, 
the son cf James Shuttleworth and Mary 
Holden, at his parents' estate at Forcett 
in the North Riding cf Yorkshire. It was 
one cf the numerous estates owned by 
thefamily in the north cf England, where 
their roots extended back to the 14th 
century. Political and acquisitive, the 
Shuttleworths had built their family 
fortune and land holding with the help of 

the 
regicidal 
republicans 
and the royalists. 
The British papers 
predicted that the throne of France 
would soon be restored, ending the 
four-month old war between Britain and 
France. 

Important as this intelligence was to 
Islanders, whose trade was already be-
ing adversely affected by the threat cf 
French naval squadrons, the colony's 
Royal Gazette and Miscellany cf 3 June 
1793 chose to emphasize the safe arrival 
on the Lewis cf "Robert Shuttleworth 

economy was at best stagnant, and to 
move his family there from what must 
have been a very comfortable existence 
in England — and that in time cf war — 
must have seemed to some as reckless 
as it was foolhardy. Certainly, the whole 
episode was a mystery to Sir Roger 
Fulford when writing his history cf the 
Shuttleworth family earlier in this cen-
tury. Even with access to the family's 

useful marriages. Robert's father served 
as Tory MP for Preston from 1741 to 
1761, High Sheriff of Yorkshire, and MP 
for Lancashire from 1761 to 1768. Upon 
James' death, Robert inherited the 
family's estates. 

Like many members cf "the leisured 
class," Robert attended university, en-
tering Christ Church College at Oxford 



in 1760 when he was 17. It is doubtful if 
the time he spent there was beneficial, 
for the English universities cf the period 
were renowned for their idleness and 
debauchery. We know nothing cf his 
student days except that he developed a 
lasting friendship with a fellow student, 
Joseph Banks, with whom he shared an 
interest in science and a passion for 
sailing. Banks was destined to have an 
important influence on Robert's life. 

By 1777 Robert had left Oxford and 
Yorkshire behind him, and having sold 
two cf his estates, was living in fashion-

Mitre Inn. Conversation over good food 
and wine must have ranged over all the 
new discoveries in that age cf expan-
sion. To be a member of the Royal Soci-
ety was in itself a mark that one's inter-
ests and achievements were of the 
highest order. Buttobeamembercf the 
club placed one in exclusive company. 

In 1778, Robert was sworn into the 
Corporation cf Trinity House as a mem-
ber cf the Younger Brethren. Among its 
responsibilities, Trinity House had the 
maintenance cf the channel marks and 
beacons on the Thames, and it is possi-

Robert Shuttleworth's parents, James and Mary, with one of their daughters, ca. 1750. 
The portrait is by Joseph Wright of Derby. Unfortunately, there is no extant portrait of 
Robert himself, although it is known that he gave one to a Miss Bowyer. * His heir Robert 
attempted to retrieve it after his father's death, but Miss Bowyerhad by that time died as 
well, and Robert the younger died before it could be found. 

able New Burlington Street in the west 
end cf London. That January, Banks, 
now a celebrated botanist and scientific 
advisor to the King, proposed Robert as 
a Fellow cf the prestigious Royal Soci-
ety. Banks would become president the 
following year. In the record cf his elec-
tion,Shuttleworthis described as a "gen-
tleman well versed in all branches cf 
polite literature." His request for a Fel-
lowship was supported by a bevy cf so-
cial and scientific luminaries. 

Shuttleworth shortly was elected a 
member cf the Royal Society Club, an 
inner circle cf some 40 Fellows who 
dined together on a regular basis at the 

ble that Robert helped patrol the river 
after the French became allies cf the 
American rebels that year. This service 
would have suited him, for the record cf 
his election refers to him as a "Mariner 
cf New Burlington Street." 

The same year, having established his 
place in London society, Shuttleworth 
married Anne, daughter of Lt. Gen. 
Thomas Desaguliers, Colonel Comman-
dant cf the Royal Artillery, an equerry to 
the King and a Fellow cf the Royal Soci-
ety. There is a charming tradition that the 
coupleeloped and were chased by Robert's 
father, who disapproved cf the union,only 
to give his blessing after catching sight cf 

Anne's trim ankle as she alighted from 
the coach in which the couple had fled. 
Alas, the story must be apocryphal,for by 
the time cf his son's marriage, James had 
been dead for five years. 

Retaining the house on New 
Burlington Street as their town house, 
theShuttleworthsestablishedtheir coun-
try seat at Wandon House in Bucking-
hamshire. But Robert's love of the sea 
and sailing soon led him to rent a place 
called Gilbury House on Southampton 
Water, where he could indulge his pas-
sion on the busy waters cf the Solent. 

The next year, perhaps because cf his 
obligations as a Younger Brother of Trin-
ity House, he removed his sailing head-
quarters to a house near Erith on the 
south bank cf the Thames just below 
Woolwich. Here we catch sight of 
Shuttleworth through a telescope held 
to the eye cf the Hon. Robert Fulke 
Greville. King George III was passing 
downriver on the Royal yacht on his way 
to review the fleet at the Nore. Greville, 
a Groom cf the Bed Chamber, was on 
board as she passed Shuttleworth's 
house and he spied Robert aboard his 
own "smart pleasure boat" in company 
withSir Joseph Banks; Lord Palmerston, 
Lord cf the Treasury; and Greville's own 
brother Charles. Standing out from the 
shore, Shuttleworth ordered a royal Sa-
lute from his yacht's swivel guns, but 
forgot to show her colours, which, wrote 
Greville, "in the heat cf the business and 
zeal had been overlooked." This breach 
cf naval etiquette was later brought to 
Robert's attention in a whispered con-
versation aboard the Royal Yacht. 

Shuttleworth's luxurious wav cf lie 
encompassed not only his beloved 
yachts, but a fine collection cf sea pic-
tures, an extensive library cf books on 
geography and travel, paintings by the 
Venetian Rococco artist Francisco 
Guardi (1712-93) — and a succession cf 
mistresses. The pursuit cf pleasure was 
an expensive pastime. The obligations 
of his inheritance also encumbered 
Shuttleworth with very large payments 
to his younger brothers and sisters. Cou-

*This lady was probably Elizabeth Bowyer 
(Bovyer) of Stanhope Farm. Adaughter of Stephen 
Bowyer, a well-to-do Loyalist, she was born in 
Providence, Rhode Island, in 1779, and may have 
lived in the Shuttleworth household at Morell. In 
1806, she married David Lawson, whose half-
brother, born in 1810, was christened William 
Shuttleworth Lawson by her father-in-law and his 
second wife. Elizabeth died in 1811. 



pled with his own continued neglect of 
his estates in the north, such expenses 
forced him to sell two more cf his prop-
erties in 1784. 

The Celebrated Voyager 

Given Shuttleworth's love cf the sea, it is 
difficult to understand why he never 
entered the Royal Navy, until one 
remembers that he was a creature cf his 
time and station. Eldest sons looked after 
the family's estates, allowing younger 
brothers to serve in the forces and the 
church. In fact, the eldest cf Robert's 
three brothers, James, was an officer in 
the Royal Artillery, and his brother 
Charles became a Church cf England 
clergyman. 

Just the same, the sea was a consum-
ing interest. In announcing his purchase 
cf land on the Island in the fall cf 1792, 
the Royal Gazette and Miscellany de-
scribed Shuttleworth as "the celebrated 
Navigator." Writing to the Secretary cf 
State, Lieutenant Governor Fanning re-
ferred to him as the "Celebrated Voy-
ager." One would have to possess more 
than a passion for sailing smart pleasure 
boats on the Thames to receive such an 
accolade. How Shuttleworth earned it is 
not clear. 

The family biographer, Sir Roger 
Fulford, wrote that Robert "had an all 
absorbing interest in the sea, in yachting 
and in voyages cf discovery." Given his 
close friendship with Sir Joseph B anks, it 
may be that Shuttleworth accompanied 
Banks on one or other cf his voyages: to 
Newfoundland and Labrador on HMS 
Niger, to Iceland with the famous Swed-
ish botanist, Daniel S olander; or perhaps 
even around the world on Captain James 
Cook's Endeavour, when Banks took a 
group cf " gentlemen cf fortune, students 
in Botany." All these voyages took place 
between 1766 and 1773, a period that 
corresponds with a blank in the record cf 
Robert's life between his departure from 
Oxford and his appearance as a resident 
cf New Burlington Street in 1777 with 
the title cf "mariner" already earned. 
Without documentary proof, this theory 
must remain speculation. 

The Property 

Nor do we know why Shuttleworth chose 
to purchase land on the Island. He may 
have been persuaded by reading Robert 
Clark's "A Short Description cf the Island 

cf St. John," published in 1779, in which 
Clarkclaimed that the Island would "soon 
become a place cf great commerce... to 
the advantage cf settlers and purchasers." 
Circumstantial evidence points to the 
more directinfluence of an Island Loyalist, 
Major Robert Gray. Shuttleworth and his 
family were accompanied on the Lewisby 
Gray, who was a member cf the Council 
and secretary to Fanning. In London on 
government business since early in 1792, 
Gray undoubtedly was in contact with 
Shuttleworth's friend and dining 
companionHenryDundas,nowSecretary 
cf State for Home and Colonial Affairs. 

one third cf Lot 40, less the lands already 
sold off by Burns. 

Originally, each lot had contained 
roughly 20,000 acres, but Burns had 
already sold 6,400 acres on Lot 38 and 
1,000acres on Lot 39, leaving an approxi-
mate acreage cf 32,600 to be halved be-
tween Shuttleworth and himself. This, 
with the one third cf Lot 40, gave Robert 
an actual grand total of 23,496 acres. For 
this he paid £1,500 — or just over 15 
pence per acre (in Britain, a four-pound 
loaf of bread cost 13 pence in 1795). After 
settling the debts, Burns actually re-
ceived only £324.15.8. 

Shuttleworth could well be aboard one of these pleasure craft belonging to the Royal 
Thames Yacht Club in this late 18th century painting. 

Of all people in London, Gray would 
have known that Captain George Burns 
was in bad financial trouble and needed 
to sell some of his land, for he was soon 
to become Burns' son-in-law. Burns had 
first come to Prince Edward Island as a 
fishingentrepreneurinthel760s,gradu-
ally acquiring a sizeable estate centred 
around the old French settlement cf 
Havre Saint-Pierre on the North Shore. 
He now owed money all around, but espe-
cially to John Cambridge, an Island mer-
chant; the Lord Chief Baron cf the Scot-
tish Exchequer, James Montgomery, a 
fellow proprietor; and two merchants in 
Halifax. Somehow Shuttleworth caught 
wind cf Burns' dilemma. Perhaps seeing 
a way to rebuild the family fortune, he 
agreed to pay off Burns' debts in ex-
change for one half cf Lots 38 and 39, and 

The matter cf the division of the land 
into equal halves was placed in the hands 
of Robert Gray and another member of 
the Council, Joseph Robinson. It was 
then placed in trust for a year with 
Shuttleworth's solicitor in London, 
WilliamFrogatt. During the year, Burns' 
titles were to be cleared, and Robertwas 
to make up his mind which half, A or B, 
of Lots 38 and 39 he wanted. 

On 10 December 1793 Shuttleworth 
registered his choice of the halves 
marked A At first sight, the choice a p 
pears to favour Burns, but one section 
gave Shuttleworth access to the shore at 
StukelyTown* (although not Burns'resi-

*NowSt. Peter's Harbour, it was named for Burns' 
wife, Mary Stukely. 



dence cf Stukely House, around which 
he retained a small holding). The pros-
perous fishery prosecuted by the exist-
ing inhabitants of the hamlet could be 
expected to attract new settlers, whose 
rents would increase the immediate 
wealth cf the proprietor and whose la-
bour would add to the stock cf cleared 
land. 

Clearing the title and taking posses-
sion cf his third of Lot 40 should have 
been comparativelysimple, but upon his 
arrival in Charlottetown, Shuttleworth 
discovered that the reverse was true. 
During the interim, another cf Burns' 
debts had gone bad, this one to a local 
mercantile family, the Haszards. The 
Sheriff had seized half of Burns' prop-
erty and put it up for auction. No bids 
were received and Lieutenant Governor 
Fanning, acting in Shuttleworth's inter-
est, had acquired it for £118. To receive 
clear title Shuttleworth had to cover Fan-
ning's costs. Anxious to get on with build-
ing his house on the land, he did so less 
than a week after stepping ashore. 

This did not end Shuttleworth's deal-
ings with Burns. On 23 September 1793, 
he took Burns and his son William to 
court in an attempt to gain repayment of 
loans totalling £840. Again, the Sheriff 
stepped in, seizing Bums' holdings in 
Lot 38 and putting him in jail. Two re-
lated transactions finally solved this dis-
pute to Shuttleworth's satisfaction. First, 
he exchanged his 6,800 acres in Lot 38 
for Burn's 8,000 acres on Lot 39. The 
Sheriff then sold all Burns' property on 
Lot 38 to repay the reminder cf his debt. 

The Genteel Colonist 
The land now in Shuttleworth's 
possession was considered by Samuel 
Holland in 1763 to "have the advantage 
cf the whole Island." Though much cf 
the land had been under the plough 
during the French regime, many cf the 
inland clearings had become overgrown 
during Burns' tenure. Shuttleworth 
seems to have made little effortto attract 

MILES 

new people who would have cleared the 
land again. He was apparently content to 
collect rents from his tenants in Stukely 
Town and along the shore, although he 
did build a grist mill on the stream at 
Bristol, at which they were forced, by 
their leases, to have their grain ground. 
Because of the lack cf coinage in the 
colony, the miller, Robert Banks, could 
be paid for his services in grain or meat. 
The values set for these commodities 
are a guide to their costs in the 1790s: 
wheat, five shillings per bushel; barley, 
three shillings; oats, one shilling and 
sixpence; and meat cf all kinds, including 
bear, at four pence per pound. 

Robert Shuttleworth also pressed 
ahead with construction cf his mansion, 
"the frame cf which [was already] in 
great forwardness" upon his arrival. He 
nearly lost all his furniture at the outset, 
when the Lewis went aground at the 
entrance to St. Peter's Bay en route from 
Charlottetown with his "necessary req-
uisites," including 11,000 London bricks 
for his chimneys and a quantity cf port 
and Madeira for his cellar. 

When complete, Morell House stood 
just to the west cf the present road from 
Morell to Red Head, overlooking the 
Gulf cf St. Lawrence and St. Peter's Bay 
from the eastern slope of a little hill 
called Mary's Mount. A plan of the area 
from 1804 shows a faint image of Morell 
House, a large, four-bay, two-storey 
dwelling with a hip roof. Gardens sur-
round the house, and an avenue leads 
through the woods down to the Morell 
River. A later plan from 1849 confirms 
shows the house in much greater detail. 
It was then surrounded by outbuildings 
and a range cf stables, some of which 
may have been built by Shuttleworth. 
Writing in 1802, John Hill described the 
house as a two-storey dwelling, 50 by 27 
feet, and claimed that it was one cf only 
two frame buildingserected in the colony 
since 1790, "besides such as are com-
posed of log and having seldom more 
than one room." 

Afar cry from the simple cabins cf his 
tenants, Morell House was one cf the 
largest dwellings on the Island before 
the construction cf Government House 
in 1834. It must have had the same faulty 

The initial parts of Shuttleworth's Island 
estate are those marked "A" on this plan. 
The map and illustration are based on 
foursurueys lodged in the Public Archives 
and Records Office of Prince Edward 
Island. 



constructionasthelieutenantgovernor's 
residence, with only a partial cellar, and 
its sills resting on a shallow course cf 
stone just above the ground. When 
Nathaniel Carrington visited Morell 
House in July cf 1837, it was already 
"going fast into decay." The rooms were 
larger than any thingCarrington had seen 
"in Halifax, or this country, and certainly 
not a desirable acquisition as it is impos-
sible to heat them in winter with one 
fire." 

It is doubtful that Shuttleworth ever 
intended to spend the winters at cold, 
draughty Morell House. He probably 
used it, like the other country houses he 
had occupied near the sea, as a summer 
home, a place from which he could in-
dulge his great passion for sailing. For 
this he used a little single-decked, two-
masted schooner he named the Morell. 
Just 18.5 tons and 36 feet long, she was 
built for Shuttleworth on the West River 
in the spring cf 1794. Her size and shal-
low draft were no doubt dictated by the 
depth of the Morell River. When 
Shuttleworth was not on board with her 
master, John Moore, and her crew cf 
two, she could be moored in the creek at 
the end of the avenue. 

The Resident Proprietor 

Within a week of his arrival in 
Charlottetown, Shuttleworth was 
inducted into the highest level cf the 
small colonial society. On 8 June 1793 he 
took his oath cf office as a member cf His 
Majesty's Council for the Island cf St. 
John. Twenty days later he received a 
commission as colonel cf the yet-to-be-
raised King's County Regiment cf Militia. 

From Morell, attending Council re-
quired a journey to Charlottetown cf 
some 29 miles.This may havebeen pleas-
ant enough in the summer and fall, but 
much less so in the remainder cf the 
year. So, it is no surprise that Robert 
took the opportunity cf a sheriffs sale in 
December 1793 to purchase some prop-
erty in town. Again he chose wisely, buy-
ing the most westerly fifth cf the block 
bounded by Water, Queen, King, and 
Great George Streets. This had been the 
property cf the now bankrupt ex-gover-
nor Walter Patterson, and was the most 
heavily developed cf all the lots in town. 
On it stood four large buildings, one cf 
which must have become the colonial 
equivalentcf Shuttleworth's place on New 
Burlington Street in London. 

A poor frontier place with a popula-

Dear Banks 
On 8 October 1793, Robert wrote to his 
friend Sir Joseph Banks, who had an 
insatiable interest in new lands and their 
flora and fauna. The text of his letter is 
reproduced here. The Oxford alumnus 
blithely ignores punctuation and rules of 
grammar, so that some slight editing has 
been necessary for the sake of clarity. On 
the last page of the letter there is a note in 
the margin, not in Shuttleworth's hand, 
"Shuttleworth Decb 14-93 March 18-94," 
from which it can be inferred that there 
was a further exchange of news between 
the two old friends. 

"Dear Banks," Shuttleworth began: 
"I take the oportunity of a Schooner 

bound directly to London and which by 
the by, does not happen to us 
frequently to shew that I have not 
forgot you—you desired me if I saw 
any plants which I thought 
uncommon to save them. The other 
day as I was out upon a shooting 
party I saw the one of which the 
enclosedis a drawing and I thought 
itthe most extraordinary of any 
thing I ever saw in the 
vegetable world. It grew out 
from a large fresh water lake 
amongst the moss in land 
which the people here term 
Carribou swamps exactly 
such as composes the 
greatest part of the coast of 
Labrador. There were nine of 
these flowers if I so may call 
them growing from one stalk not round it 
but four on each side and one on the top 
nearly of a size* The drawing is of the full 
size and very nearly the coloring then 
exposed but little out of the moss and [the 
flowers] were all full of water tho the root 
was perfectly dry and did not appear to 
have touched the ground the Moss being 
as you know very deep in such places. 
Nobody I have seen upon the Island know 
what it is or have observed such plants 
before. In the spot where I found these 
there were many of them. I hope it will be 
acceptable to you. [Shuttleworth appears 
to be describing the Northern Pitcher 
Plant, sarracenice purpurea: ] 

"This is a fine Island and hitherto a 
delightful climate but we want people. A 
sensible new England farmer [possibly 
Stephen Bowyer of nearby Stanhope 
Farm] says he never in any part of America 
saw such a boddy of good land together. 
Vegetation is surprising quick and all the 
produce of the earth remarkably good. 
We have at present very little fruit upon 
the Island but raspberry, strawberry, 
gooseberry and currants the first with in 

great abundance and very fine. The 
currants, I never saw the equal of either 
for size or flavor. In the French Times 
here were plenty of apples but the first 
British inhabitants either cut down the 
Trees or lett the cattle destroy them. At 
presentherearemanyfineyoungorehards 
but none yet in bearing — the growth of 
hops is here surprising. Was we allowed 
to send them we should soon supply all 
which England could consume. They are 
only planted here in gardens by way of 
arbors but once got into the ground it is 

scarcely possible to get them out 
again. Here are no deer upon the 
Islandbutwemakeitupin Bears 
which swarm to a degree I could 

not have believed. This year they 
have done much mischief amongst 

the cattle. Here are also a kind of 
field mice which some times swarm 
so in places as totaly to destroy the 
crops, they are of a kind I never saw 

any where else having very large 
boddies and short tails the 

people here think they 
are some thing like 
moles [he is probably 

referring to the meadow 
vole, microtus pennsyl-
vannicus] — wild catts, 

muskratts, foxes and 
rabits make up I thinck 

the whole of our wild 
animals. 

"Provisions are plentiful 
tho we have neither Butcher nor baker nor 
any market on the Island. What is going on 
in europe we know as little off as the 
inhabitants of the moon but we are much 
alarmed least the americans should join 
the French in which case we shall be liable 
to be plundered by every little privateer as 
we have neither a man of warr or a single 
soldier to protect the Island and the militia 
are very unwilling to turn out as they have 
no pay. I have received but two letters from 
London since I left it both from Frogatt and 
neither of them containing the least 
information as to publick affairs I cannot 
now expect to hear till the spring as no 
more packetts sail this year for Hallifax, 
but by March packett I should esteem a 
line from you a great favor particularly if 
you will lett me know your opinion wether 
we shall have warr or peace. 

Comps, to all friends, 
believe me yours sincerely" 



tion of just over 400 citizens, 
Charlottetownwascertainlynot 
London. When Edward Walsh, 
a medical officer in the British 
Army, visited the colony ten 
years later, he noted in his diary 
"the number of Houses in the 
whole Town amounts to 72, all 
of wood. Many of these are mere 
Block Houses, but several are 
handsome, roomy and conven-
ient. This Town was planned 
and built about 15 years ago & 
scarcely has a single building 
been added to the first number 
since that time."The colonists, 
though, had their amusements. 
These "little gaieties" were de-
scribed in a guide to the Island 
published in 1808 and would 
have sounded familiar to 
Shuttleworth. There were "par-
ties by land and water" in the 
summer and "pleasing expedi-
tions" by sleigh in winter for the 
country folk. While in town, 
"Theatrical amusements, balls, 
and assemblies, pass away long 
nights and rounds cf neighborly 
visits shorten and enliven the 
cold season." These amuse-
ments differed little from those 
available in England, but the 
crudity of the colony's capital 
and the size of the population 
must have set the tone. 

Shuttleworth attended Coun-
cil meetings with unfailingregu-
larity between 7 September 1793 and 5 
June 1794, but for some reason, his name 
does not appear in the Council minutes 
thereafter. What kept him from attend-
ing Councilmeetings during the remain-
der of 1794 and the spring of 1795 is not 
known. That Morell House was finished 
and his schooner afloat were enough in 
themselves to keep Shuttleworth from 
Charlotte-town. But there were other 
distractions. By May, news from Eng-
land had turned Shuttle-worth's atten-
tion homeward. 

By then, it was obvious that the war 
with France would continue into the f ore-
seeable future, as the Allies arrayed 
against France were beaten back by the 
spirited Republican army. In England, 
the French Revolutionhad been popular 
with many. Tom Paine's "Rights of Man" 
was a best seller, and the London Corre-
sponding Society was propagating re-
publicanism and unionism amongst the 
labouringclass. There were riots against 
high food prices, and after the poor har-

This group portrait, painted by Sir Joshua Reynolds ca. 
1778, includes many of Shuttleworth's friends in the Royal 
Society: (left to right) the Duke of Leeds; Lord Dundas, the 
MP for Midlothian, Lord Advocate, and Prime Minister 
Pitt's "manager" for Scotland; Lord Mulgrave, Lord of the 
Admiralty; LordSeaforth; Charles Crowle; and Joseph Banks. 

vest of 1794 and the Hungry Winter that 
followed, the agricultural workers 
throughout the Midlands and the North 
Country flocked to the towns where the 
factories and mills of the still-nascent 
Industrial Revolution were being estab-
lished, force-fed by the French war. 

It was from these rural areas in the 
north, with their cottage wool industry, 
that the Shuttleworths had always drawn 
their wealth, but events were now plat-
ing everything in jeopardy. By July 1795, 
Robert sought permission to leave the 
colony and return to England. 

Fanning granted Shuttleworth's re-
quest for a leave of absence, citing "the 
circumstances of his great Estates in 
England where his residence might be 
required a longer space of time than 
allotted for the absence of the other Mem-
bers of His Majesty's Council." How-
ever, the Island was not to be abandoned. 
In seeking Fanning's permission for in-
definite leave of absence from his duties, 
Shuttleworth had to promise to return to 

the Island "on the conclusion of 
Peace." Leaving behind his 
word, and his Island estate, he 
sailed for Britain on 28 June 
1795. 

Shuttleworth's departure 
was as well planned as his ar-
rival, and it had been in the 
making for some time. During 
1793 and 1794, no new leases 
were let on his land, but be-
tween 1 May and 23 June 1795, 
Shuttleworthleased three farms 
on Lot 39 and one on Lot 40. All 
six of the lots he owned in 
Charlottetown, including his 
Water Street property, were sold 
to John Brecken for £150.4.0. 
Thomas Wright, the Surveyor 
General and one cf his tenants, 
was empowered to act as agent 
for collecting rents and leasing 
land. Robert also sold his little 
schooner to her master, John 
Moore, anothertenant, who was 
to sail her in the coastal trade of 
the Gulf until 1800, when she 
disappears from the records. 

Shuttleworth's problems at 
home may have been little more 
than a smokescreen to cover his 
retreat. Used to the sophisti-
cated amusements of London 
society and the social inter-
course of the great country 
houses cf England, he must soon 
have tired of their colonial coun-

terparts. The winter weather, far more 
severe than that cf Kent and Bucking-
hamshire, must have been a surprise as 
well. One wonders if his concern for his 
English estates — which he had ne-
glected in the past—was Shuttleworth's 
sole reason for leaving the colony after a 
stay cf only two years. 

The Absentee Landlord 

Though he must soon have slipped back 
into his old pattern cf life, Shuttleworth 
did not lose all interest in the Island after 
returning to England. An exchange cf 
correspondence between Shuttleworth 
and Baron Montgomery, a fellow 
proprietor, in March 1797 reveals that 
Montgomery was eager to know if Robert 
intended to go to the Island that summer. 
From this it can be inferred that such a 
visit was neither unusual nor extra-
ordinary. It seems he did journey out to 
the Island later that year, carrying back, 



on his return in the spring of 1798, 
dispatches from Fanning and letters to 
Montgomery from his agent, James 
Douglas. 

Robertwas also involved in the estab-
lishment of a volunteer corps amongst 
the men of the King's County Militia. He 
lent his name and possibly his purse to 
"Shuttleworth's Independent Troop of 
Forresters (or Rangers)," a volunteer 
cavalry unit of two troops, one of which 
was commanded by Captain John Moore, 
the master of theMore/Z.The 63 troopers 
were drawn in large part from 
Shuttleworth's tenantry. They may have 
been intended as a kind of home guard 
for the protection of his property, for as 
Captain John MacDonald of Tracadie 
said, "They never did... consider them-
selves to be militia." It is also possible 
that Shuttleworth raised them as a sop to 
Fanning for so quicklyleavingthe Coun-
cil and his regiment. In any event, com-
missions for the Forresters were issued 
in 1795, although the troops were not 
fully organized until March and October 
of 1796. Shuttleworth may have been 
back on the Island that year to oversee 
their establishment, with Major John 
Brecken as their commandant. 

Anne Shuttleworth died in April 1801, 
survived by seven of her nine children. 
Robert, who was then 58, seems to have 
given up both his London home and 
Wandon House, retiring to Belmont 
Castle at Gray's Thurrock, Es-
sex, from which he could 
travel easily to London 

by water. The elegant country house 
overlooked the Thames. Itis not difficult 
to imagine Shuttleworth there, sur-
rounded by his sea paintings and his 
travel books, looking out from the win-
dows of the mansion's round tower at 
the shipping on the river and remember-
ing his own voyages of discovery. 

The Treaty d Arniens brought peace 
with France in 1802, but before 
Shuttleworth could possibly have kept 
his promise to Fanning, hostilities com-
menced once again, and he prepared to 
sell his land on Prince Edward Island. 

The Ex-proprietor 

Shuttleworth's decision to sell may well 
have been hastened by the abysmal 
harvest of 1802, which (Lord Selkirk 
reported) was"sopooritis stated thatno 
supply can be had." Food shortages 
resulted in an embargo on the exportation 
cf foodstuffs from the Island in the spring 
cf 1803. Another factor must also have 
been impending Colonial Office approval 
of Fanning's plan to enforce the collection 
cf quit rents from proprietors. The plan 
worried John MacDonald enough to 
mention it in a letter to his sister Nelly, 
dated 10 April 1803. When it came in 

force, he predicted, it would drive 
out "Townshend, Sir 

Cecil Ray, and 

Shuttleworth... now or in a few years." 
His mind made up, Robert Shuttleworth 
must also have signalled his intention to 
Fanning to give up the colonelcy of the 
King's County Regiment, which was 
transferred to Robert Gray on 1 
September 1803. 

Writing in his diary on 12 August 
1803, Lord Selkirk noted that "Col. 
Shuttleworth at St. Peter'sgot as high as 
a half adollar rent per acre havingagreat 
deal of marsh and old French cleared 
land." As in 1795, when Robert left the 
Island, the land records show a flurry of 
new leases in 1803. They could not have 
been given for reason of financial gain, 
for they were for a term of 41 years at£9 
(or $36) per annum for 100 acres. One is 
tempted to believe that they were made 
to protect the people already on the land 
from a new owner. Certainly, one lease 
of 45 acres on Lot 40 illustrates a concern 
for the tenant. Charles Wright, the 21-
year-old son of Thomas Wright, could 
live on the land rent-free for the first 
three years, and at45 shillingsperannum 
for the next seven. He also had the right 
to cut hay, a very valuable commodity, 
on the "Sand Hills" atfive shillings a ton. 
After ten years, the lease was to run at 
£4.10.0 until there were no longer de-
scendants of Charles Wright living on 
the land. 

GawthorpeHall, drawn by I. Shaw and lithographed by J. C. Greenwood. Although Gawthorpe was the family seat, the Shuttleworths 
had, by Robert's day, shunned it for nearly a century after the untimely death of two of his ancestors. Robert rented the house to a tenant 
farmer, who stored his grain in the Jacobean, oak-panelled drawing room. 



Like so many of his contemporaries in London society, Shuttleworth appears to have 
enjoyed a membership in White's Club, where gentlemen and their ladies lost and won 
fortunes at fashionable games like Loo or Hazard. 

In 1804Shuttleworthfoundhisbuyer. 
John Worrell, a prosperous Barbadoes 
planter re-located in London, was look-
ing for property to settle on his younger 
sons, Charles and Edward. The sale, 
again witnessed by WilliamFrogatt, was 
made on 23 April for the agreed sum cf 
£2,423.15.0. 

Shuttleworth's halfhearted attempt at 
colonial development was over. It had 
been doomed by the continuing war with 
France, which had cut off both com-
merce and the expected flow cf immi-
grants. The "want of people," as 
Shuttleworth had told Banks, did retard 
the colony's growth. In the end, Robert 
was no more successful than Bums be-
fore him, or the Worrells after him, in 
getting a profit on his investment in the 
Island. 

The Late Mr. Shuffleworth 

On 29 January 1816, Robert Shuttleworth 
died at Gray's Thurrock, aged 73. In Sir 
Roger Fulford's opinion, Robert 
Shuttleworth was "a man cf pleasure... 
cf very good taste [and] cf very wide 
interests, with an earthy common-sense 
who broke away from the family 
traditions cf public service." Sir Roger 
was unaware that Robert agreed to serve 
on the Island's Executive Council and as 

colonel cf the King's County Regiment, 
but in every other sense, his assessment 
cf Shuttleworth's character rings true. 
That Robert was a generous man is well 
documented by his payments to one cf 
his mistresses, Mrs. Saxray, before his 
departure to North America, and once 
there, his many kindnesses to the 
underpaid Surveyor General Thomas 
Wright and his large family, kindnesses 
which Wright was quick to boast cf to 
Baron Montgomery. 

Today a potato warehouse occupies 
the site cf Morell House. No memory cf 
Shuttleworth and his family remains 
amongst the people cf Morell. The only 
vestiges cf that opulentgentleman's time 
on the Island are a few documents and 
references in the Public Archives and 
Records Office cf Prince Edward Island. 

As a member cf the leisured class, 
Robert Shuttleworth was ill-equipped to 
deal with the monotonous privationsand 
narrow confines of colonial life. He soon 
fled them, his common sense dictating 
that his English estates were his princi-
pal concern. Shuttleworth does, how-
ever, deserve to be remembered. Notf or 
his seemingly indulgent and restless life, 
but for those two years when his ambi-
tions drove him to become that rarest cf 
English gentlemen, a proprietor and a 
colonist on 18th-century Prince Edward 
Island. 

Shuttleworth left his entire estate, except 
for Barton Lodge in Yorkshire to hissecond 
survivingson, Robert (1784-1818), shown 
here. He had cut his eldest son James out 
of his will, consideringhim "an idle fellow," 
unfit to look after the remaining estates. 
This portrait, by Sir Henry Raeburn, was 
painted two years before the sitter's death. 

Sources 

Robert Shuttleworth first came to my 
attention while working on my history 
of the Island's volunteer militia, A 
Thousand Young Men. I was drawn to the 
description cf this new proprietor's 
arrival with his master carpenter, family, 
and furniture. But it was only after 
research turned up information on 
Shuttleworth's Forresters that I decided 
I would like to know more about the 
man. The result is this article. 

I am much indebted to the present 
Lord Shuttleworth for providing me in-
formation concerning Robert from the 
family history, written by Lord Shuttle-
worth's step-grandfather, Sir Robert 
Fulf ord. Much help was also provided by 
Sheila Edwards, Librarian cf the Royal 
Society; Richard Dean cf the National 
Trust, which now owns Gawthorpe Hall; 
Dr. Richard Virr cf McGill University, 
where Shuttleworth's letter to Banks is 
housed; and Susan .Wilson and S. M. 
Child cf the Lancashire County Library 
Service. Thanks are also due to Harry 
Holman and the staff cf the Public Ar-
chives and Records Office, and Dr. Ed 
MacDonald, editor cf this magazine. Ml 


